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15:00 Registration and refreshments

18:30 Welcome BBQ followed by an informal discussion over drinks: Meeting 
 prologue led by Agent Provocateur Mike Hann, GlaxoSmithKline, UK 
 
Monday 14 September
08:55 Welcome and opening remarks
 Andrew Williams, Chair, Organising Committee 

09:00 Discovery and characterization of selective spleen tyrosine kinase 
 inhibitors for the treatment of rheumatoid arthritis 
 Alan Northup, Merck, USA 

09:45 Using chemistry to understand Trk biology: the discovery and  
 application of a potent, selective and peripherally restricted series 
 of Pan-Trk inhibitors  
 Sarah Skerratt, Pfizer, UK 

10:30 Refreshment break 

11:00 Discovery of 2nd generation cathepsin C (DPP1) inhibitors
 Petra Johannesson, AstraZeneca, Sweden 

11:45 Discovery of novel neprilysin inhibitors: mastering prodrugs and  
 structure kinetic relationships 
 Adam Hughes, Theravance, USA

12:15 Use of FBDD in the discovery of two series of potent methionine 
 aminopeptidase-2 inhibitors
 Steven Woodhead, Takeda, USA

12:45 Lunch

14:00 The search for LRRK2 kinase inhibitors: progressing a novel target for 
 Parkinson’s Disease from GWAS towards the clinic 
 Jaclyn Henderson, Pfizer, USA

14:45 Non-covalent inhibitors of EGFR containing the T790M gatekeeper 
 resistance mutation
             Robert Heald, Argenta, Early Discovery Charles River, UK

15:15 Refreshment break

15:45 Discovery and characterization of orally available and selective pan- 
 inhibitors of With No Lysine (WNK) Kinase
 Lauren Monovich, Novartis, USA

16:30  Developing intravenous medicines to treat severe acute pancreatitis  
 through a discovery partnership with the University of Edinburgh 
 John Liddle, GlaxoSmithKline, UK 

17:00 Multiparameter optimization of pharmaceuticals: ADMET   
 solutions the big-data way
 Al Dossetter, MedChemica, UK

17:30 Flash poster presentation session 
  

17:50 Poster session and wine reception 

19:00 Dinner for College residents.  Bar open until 24:00

P
ro

g
ra

m
m

e Sunday 13 September



-    

P
ro

g
ra

m
m

e

Wednesday 16 September
09:00 Targeting protein-protein interactions using small molecule 
 fragments and an antibody platform 
 Richard Taylor, UCB, UK

09:30 Imaging Mutant Huntingtin Aggregates: development of potential  
 PET ligands
 Mike Prime, Evotec, UK

10:00 Insights into drug efficacy and toxicity from analysis of target 
 tissues – the unique role of Mass Spectrometry Imaging
 Richard Goodwin, AstraZeneca, UK

10:30 Refreshment break

Tuesday 15 September
09:00 Discovery of an oral selective estrogen receptor downregulator  
 (SERD) clinical candidate for the treatment of breast cancer
 Chris De Savi, AstraZeneca, USA

09:45 Discovery of VX-770 (Ivacaftor) for the treatment of Cystic Fibrosis
 Jason McCartney, Vertex, USA

10:30 Refreshment break

11:00 Discovery of potent, subtype selective, aryl sulfonamide Nav1.7  
 inhibitors for the treatment of pain
 Nigel Swain, Pfizer, UK

11:45 Discovery of GS-6615, a potent, selective inhibitor of cardiac late  
 sodium current for cardiovascular disease
 Jeff Zablocki, Gilead, USA

12:30 Presentation of the prestigious RSC BMCS Malcolm Campbell   
 Award, rewarding excellence in biological chemistry
 

12:45 Lunch

14:00 Removing pathogen proteins from cells - a new therapeutic   
 paradigm for drug discovery 
 Ian Churcher, GlaxoSmithKline, UK

14:45 Quinazolindione series identified from TCAMS: a new anti-malarial  
 series with potential for blocking transmission of the disease
 Esther Fernandez-Velando, GlaxoSmithKline, Spain 

15:15 Refreshment break

15:45 A ‘game changing’ new antibiotic: the discovery of Teixobactin
 Vicky Steadman, Selcia, UK

16:30 A dog’s dinner of dogma: plasma protein binding 
 Dennis Smith, UK 

17:15 Flash poster presentation session 

17:35 Poster session 

19:15 Walk to St John’s College

19:30 Conference dinner at St John’s College 
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rs The BBQ on Sunday 13, residential dinner on Monday 14 and the Conference dinner 

on Tuesday 15 September are included for those booking accommodation at Churchill 
College.  Non-residents can book the dinners separately.
The Conference dinner will be held in the 16th Century Dining Hall of St John’s         
College, which is a short walk from Churchill College - maps will be provided.   
Please note that places are limited so book early to avoid disappointment! 
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l Travel to Cambridge is convenient by road or rail. Churchill College is on  

Storey’s Way, off the A1303 one mile west of the city centre and close to the M11  
motorway.  There are frequent train services to Cambridge from London King’s Cross 
and Liverpool Street Stations.  The nearest international airport is London Stansted 
(30 miles) which has rail and coach links to Cambridge.  From London Heathrow 
and Gatwick Airports there are express rail links to central London for onward rail  
journeys as above.  There are also coach links from both airports direct to  
Cambridge.

  

Churchill College, founded in 1960, is one of 31 Colleges that comprises the University 
of Cambridge and is a 15 minute walk from the centre of Cambridge. Despite the 
concentration of hi-tech and science industries around Cambridge, the centre still 
retains the atmosphere of a small town, renowned for the many university colleges 
and places of interest. Further information about Cambridge can be found at:  
www.visitcambridge.org

Accommodation
Accommodation for delegates at the college comprises either single study ensuite 
or single study standard bedrooms. Rooms will be allocated on a first-come, first 
served basis. The accommodation package is for three nights (Sunday 13 - Tuesday 
15 September) and includes Full English or Continental breakfast, BBQ on Sunday, 
residential dinner on Monday 14 and the Conference dinner on Tuesday 15. 
Alternative accommodation may be booked directly through www.visitcambridge.
org and delegates choosing not to stay at Churchill can book dinners separately.
Please note: Bedrooms at the college will be available from 14:00 on the day of 
arrival and must be vacated by 10:00 on the day of departure. Luggage storage will 
be available.
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 Alison Woolford, Astex, UK

11:45 Discovery of compounds which modulate utrophin expression for the 
 treatment of Duchenne Muscular Distrophy 
 Graham Wynne, University of Oxford, UK

12:30 Lunch  

14:00 The discovery of the first, designed for inhalation, prostacyclin  
 receptor agonist for pulmonary arterial hypertension
 Catherine LeBlanc, Novartis, Switzerland

14:45 Evolving pharmacological approaches for the treatment of the 
 neurological deficits in Down Syndrome 
 Andrew Thomas, Roche, Switzerland 

15:30 Closing remarks
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Bursaries
A limited number of bursaries are being offered to SCI and RSC student members to 
cover their registration fee. To apply for a bursary, please send an email to: 
patricia.cornell@soci.org
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new strategies in medicinal chemistry and pharmaceutical research.  The theme of the 
conference will be ‘Drugging the undruggable’.  The scientific programme features 
lectures and short talks across the full range of drug targets. There will also be poster 
sessions with a number of posters selected for flash presentations.

SCI is a forward-looking multidisciplinary membership organisation connecting industry, 
government and academia to advance the application of science for the benefit of society. 
It offers a network of contacts spanning the chemical and chemical-using industries, 
together with a rolling programme of conferences, events and prestigious awards which 
help further knowledge and support those involved in the sector, no matter what stage 
they’re at in their careers. 
SCI is the publisher of many well respected peer-reviewed journals 
and industry leader  Chemistry & Industry magazine (C&I).
Join SCI today to network with people across the chemical and 
chemical-using industries and make connections that spark inno-
vation, get careers moving, and sets business ideas rolling.
Visit www.soci.org/membership to find out more and join us.
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An exhibition will run alongside the conference in a marquee on the Jock Col-
ville lawn area where refreshment breaks and posters will be located. For further  
information and prices please email patricia.cornell@soci.org.

Exhibition

 Dr Nadia Ahmad, Vertex Pharmaceuticals (Europe) Ltd 
Dr Mark Healy, Novartis 
Dr Simon Peace, GlaxoSmithKline 
Dr Sarah Rook, Evotec 
Dr Gordon Saxty, Fidelta d.o.o. 
Dr Chris Swain, Cambridge MedChem Consulting 
Dr Nigel Swain, Pfizer 
Dr Steve Swallow, AstraZeneca 
Dr Andrew C Williams, Eli Lilly and Co (UK) (Chair)

  

Organising Committee

Posters
Contributions from the whole field of medicinal chemistry are invited.  Flash presentation 
sessions are planned which will involve a two-minute presentation of poster highlights.  
Please submit A4 abstracts of your poster presentation to patricia.cornell@soci.org by 
30 April if you wish to take advantage of the early bird booking rate and indicate whether 
or not you would like to be included for consideration in the flash presentation session.  The 
final deadine for submission of posters is 24 July.

Attendees
This conference will be of interest to both academic and industrial scientists engaged 
in all aspects of the drug discovery and development process.  It aims to showcase first 
disclosures of significant new therapeutic agents across all disease areas, and provide a 
forum for discussion of current topics and thinking at the forefront of medicinal chemistry.

The RSC is the UK’s professional body for chemical scientists, supporting and representing 
members and bringing together chemical scientists from all over the world.  A not-for-
profit organisation with a heritage that spans 170 years, it has an ambitious international 
vision for the future. It works to raise and maintain standards. It partners with industry and 
academia, promoting collaboration and innovation, advises governments on policy, and 
promotes the talent, information and ideas that lead to great advances in science.  Further 
information on membership, publications and campaigns can be found at www.rsc.org



Please return completed forms to: 
SCI Conference Dept, 14/15 Belgrave Square, London, SW1X 8PS 
T: +44 (0) 20 7598 1561; E: conferences@soci.org
Cancellations: Received in writing 1 to 3 weeks prior to the meeting will be subject to a 20% administration charge.  
Refunds cannot be made for cancellations received after this period although substitutions may be made. Should 
unforeseen circumstances occur, SCI reserves the right to alter the content of the programme and cancel or postpone 
any of its meetings without notice or, in the case of complete cancellation, no liability to enrolled delegates other 
than return of fees.  
Data Protection: The personal information included on this form will be used by SCI only and will not be disclosed to any 
third parties.Please tick if you do not wish to be sent details of any future similar meetings or other SCI services.
Register online at: www.soci.org/events

There are 3 ways to pay:
1. Online at www.soci.org/events (multiple delegates can easily be booked)
2. Cheques made payable to ‘SCI’ should be drawn in GB£ and enclosed with form
3. Credit Card. Please debit £............... from my Mastercard/ Visa/ Amex (please circle)

Card Expiry Date                 /          Signed......................................................

18th SCI/RSC Medicinal Chemistry Symposium
13 - 16 September 2015 @ Churchill College, Cambridge, UK
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Membership number (if applicable).......................................................................................
Surname ............................................... First  Name....................................................
Title   Mr/Mrs/Dr/Prof/Other ...................... Position  .................................................................  
Organisation ...........................................................................................................................
Address ........................................................................................................................
................................................................................................................................
....................................................................... Postcode...........................................
Tel ...................................................................................................................................
Email ........................................................................................................................
Special requirements: (dietary/access/other) ...............................................................
Signature ..........................................................................Date ...............................

SCI/RSC Member ......................£370 
Non-Member ...........................£460
Student Member ......................£195
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Accommodation Package
Includes 3 nights bed & breakfast plus BBQ on Sunday 13, dinner on Monday 14 
and conference dinner at St John’s College on Tuesday 15 September
Single Ensuite Room (with private bathroom)..............................................£420 
Single Standard Room (with shared bathroom)...........................................£360  

If you would like to become a member of SCI today, please tick the box below and 
you can benefit from the SCI discounted member rate on booking this conference.

I would like to become a member of SCI.............. Member £90        Student £25
Information on application for RSC membership can be found at www.rsc.org

Dinners for non-residents
BBQ on Sunday, dinner on Monday and conference dinner on Tuesday......£130 
BBQ on Sunday.................................................................................................£30
College dinner for non-residents on Monday.............................................£40
Conference dinner on Tuesday.....................................................................£60

Booking Rate after 15 May 2015
SCI/RSC  Member .......................£445 
Non-Member ...........................£550
Student Member ......................£235

Booking Rate before 15 May 2015


